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This malicious outburst is exceptional in Dryden.
When we come to read Pope's satires, on the other
hand, we shall find them full of witty and cruel per-
sonal invective.

Dryden had a genius for seizing opportunities.
Absalom and Achitophel was not the only one of his
poems to come out at precisely the right minute.
Although he wrote to order, for an occasion, he more
than rose to his occasions. His plays, which need not
concern us, were written to suit the Court. People
wanted something extravagant and fantastic, an es-
cape from the eternal " common sense " of the period.
In Dry den's " heroic " tragedies, in which the impos-
sible is piled on the impossible and one wild heroism on
another, they certainly got it.

** Dryden's career is too long and too intricate to be
described in detail. He changed his politics, and he
changed his religion, leaving poems to record his faith
at each different stage. He wrote both heroic tragedy
and the new Comedy of Manners, and he has left
numbers of prologues and epilogues to the plays of
his day, which, topical as they were, retain something
of their sparkle to-day. He was poet laureate. He
wrote in a new prose, clear, simple, and straightfor-
ward, which was shortly afterwards to revolutionise
English prose style. If we are to remember him by any
single picture, it will be as the elderly king of Will's
coffee-house, as Pope saw him, sitting in undisputed
sovereignty, laying down the laws which have had
such an influence upon English thought and writing.